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1888 to l()l(S.) There were tlnee enlluial /;u>nps: I he (lerumn, the
Italian, and the French in Burgundy. The rising power in France
gradually became the chief rival of the Holy Roman Kmpire, and it
was this factor whieh kept the idea of a "Teutonic Kmpire" alive, long
after its last units had passed into Ausltiun (Ilupshm;;) bands. Indeed
Provence and Dauphinc were aequhed by Fiance as early as the
middle of the fourteenth century.
Meanwhile quarrels between the Kmperor on the one hand and
the Pope and cities of north Italy on I he other led to open warfare.
At U'gnano (near Milan) the Kmperor was decisively beaten in 1176;
and although Germany and Italy held loosely lo^cthn under Fietlerie
TI, the inevitable break mine in 1273. Rudolf of Ilapsbuij' was elected
Kmperor on the eondition that he telinquish any control of the
lands south of the Alps. The next country to lebel was Switzerland,
whieh defeated the Kmperor's armies in several battles aiomul 1400.
By the end of the fifteenth century the Swiss union of various <Herman
and Burgumlian cantons had become practically independent of the
Kmpire.
During the si niggles of the Reformation the Pmtestaut faith spread
rapidly in the regions east of the Rhine Danube line, for icas'ons given
earlier in this account. After 1*R7 the head of the Austrian Uupsburgs
became Kmperor, and the title remained with them almost continuously
until 1806. Since the llapsbur^s were always .stmngly Catholic, they
opposed the Reformation with all their power. As we have seen, the
northern Protestant princes invoked the aid of Catholic France to
defeat the Catholic Hapsburgs. About the same time Holland revolted,
so that by the end of the sixteenth century only three of the original
territories of the Kmpire survived. These were Austria, the first
acquisition of the Hapsburgs, Bohemia (1S26), :md much of Lorraine*
The latter region also included the early religious centres of Cologne,
Troves, and Main?., whieh have always been staunchly Catholic.
Gradually Franco reached ont to the Rhine, while Austria expanded
to the cast into Hungary and the Balkans (Fig. 51); but the next episode
in German history deals with the ri.se of the Hohcuyiollcw dynasty*
THE RISK <w THE HoHRNXOTjjmNS m PIWSSIA
The ancient castle of the Xlohcnzollems is still to be seen on the
Jurassic Cuesta near the head of the Danube (Fig, 49), Scions of this